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Chapter 1
Introduction

1-1. Purpose
This regulation contains policies, responsibilities, and procedures for using the polygraph in the Department of the
Army.

1-2. References
Required and related publications and prescribed and referenced forms are listed in Appendix A.

1-3. Explanation of abbreviations and terms
Abbreviations and special terms used in the regulation are explained in the Glossary.

1-4. Responsibilities

a. Commanding General (CG), U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command (USACIDC), and CG, U.S. Army
Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM), are authorized to—

(1) Conduct polygraph examinations.

(2) Procure or possess polygraph equipment for operational purposes.

(3) Have assigned polygraph examiners.

(4) Certify, decertify, and recertify polygraph examiners.

(5) Conduct quality control of polygraph examinations.

(6) Designate USACIDC and INSCOM Polygraph Program Managers to oversee administration of polygraphs.

(7) Designate members of the Department of Defense (DOD) Polygraph and DOD Polygraph Institute (DODPI)
Oversight Committees.

b. The CG, USACIDC, in coordination with the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans (DCSOPS) is
responsible for—

(1) Exercising overall Army Staff (ARSTAF) responsibility for the Department of the Army (DA) Polygraph
Program.

(2) Ensuring the execution of responsibilities assigned to the Secretary of the Army by DOD Directive 5210.78 for
support to the DODPI.

(3) Providing ARSTAF policy guidance on using polygraph in criminal investigations.

c. Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence (DCSINT) is responsible for—

(1) Providing ARSTAF policy guidance on the use of the polygraph in intelligence and counterintelligence (Cl)
activities.

(2) Designating the DCSINT member of the DOD Polygraph and DODPI Oversight Committees.

d. CG, United States Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) is responsible for—

(1) The execution of Army responsibilities for the DODPI as prescribed in DOD Directive 5210.78.

(2) Providing and maintaining facilities for the DODPI.

(3) Providing administrative, logistical, and special funding support to the DODPI.

(4) Providing personnel to the DODPI for practical exercises and research, to include paid examinees from local
universities and communities as clinical and research requirements dictate.

1-5. Statutory authority

Titles 10 and 18, United States Code; DOD Directive 5210.48; and DOD Regulation 5210.48-R are the statutory
authority for this regulation. The Defense Authorization Act for FY88-89 is the statutory authority for the DOD CI
Polygraph Program.

1-6. Overall policies
Army investigations depend on relevant evidence secured through skillful investigation and interrogations. The poly-
graph is a useful investigative aid to secure and verify evidence. It will be used only as an aid in support of other
investigative means. Use of the polygraph is not necessarily the final action of an investigation.

a. Questions asked will relate to the relevant issue under inquiry.

b. Unless directly relevant to the inquiry, the following issues will not be covered:

(1) Religious beliefs and affiliations.

(2) Beliefs and opinions regarding racial matters.

(3) Political beliefs and affiliations of a non-subversive nature.

(4) Opinions on the constitutionality of legislative policies.

(5) Sexual orientation or preferences of subject.

c. No adverse action will be taken against persons refusing or unwilling to be examined by polygraph; nor will such
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