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PREFACE

FM 101-5-2 is the Army's capstone manual for standardized report and message formats. It
provides a standard, readily available reference from which soldiers as well as automation
designers can extract report and message templates. FM 101-5-2 is a compendium of formats
commonly used by tactical units from small unit to corps and forms the baseline for reporting and
communicating as command, control, and communications technology evolves. It allows a
common, authoritative understanding of reporting and communicating to exist among all US
Army elements. It also relates to, supports, and drives command, control, and communications
doctrine and US Army interaction with the joint and multinational communications communities.

FM 101-5-2 facilitates the tailoring and task organization of US Army elements through
standardization of the command, control, and communications formats units use to communicate
internally. The voice-message templates contained in FM 101-5-2 provide the bridge between
technologically advanced units and those not yet modernized. This is significant because, while
our modernized units are among the most capable, nonmodernized units currently comprise the
majority of the US Army’s active component, all of the reserve components, and the majority of
our potential allies. The US Army will continue to modernize all units, but the requirement to
communicate expeditiously and succinctly via voice will remain. Potential attacks on our
command, control, and communications networks, equipment damage, incompatible
communications systems, and equipment failures are other consequences that may require the use
of voice message formats, even for modernized units.

As the US Army's doctrinal library for report and message voice templates, FM 101-5-2 is
intended to prevent units from wasting time and resources designing command and control
formats. Units at different locations and echelons can develop similar SOPs for report and
message formats (voice and digital) that facilitate command, control, communications, computer,
and intelligence (C4I) exchanges. The FM 101-5-2 formats are derived from existing Army Battle
Command System (ABCS), United States Message Text Formats (USMTF), Allied Procedures
Publication- 9 (APP-9) formats, as well as numerous unit SOPs. These sources, especially the
formats from existing unit SOPs, have been collected, discussed, and chosen as the most user-
friendly, functional, and adaptable.

As a user's manual, FM 101-5-2 will drive the formatting of future ABCS report and
messages, US Army input to the development of APP-9, and the USMTF message formats.
Formats contained in FM 101-5-2 are the mechanism through which the US Army seeks to adapt
these joint and multinational formats into a user-friendly and standardized land component
message format library. Parallel formats for ABCS, APP-9 and USMTF will enable US Army
units to operate in joint and multinational command structures without reconfiguring their normal
mode of operation. All future digitization formats for the US Army will be based on these voice
message templates. FM 101-5-2 supports the efforts of FM 100-34-1 (Tactics, Techniques, and
Procedures for Command Post Operations- TBP) and is consistent with current and emerging US
Army and joint doctrine.

FM 101-5-2 is directive and prescriptive. Units will use its report and message formats for all
tactical communications. Units will not modify these formats unless authorized by the unit
commander for critical information requirements. For Army-wide use, this manual does not
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include many branch-specific or technical reports and messages. These formats are contained in
field manuals published by their respective proponents. Branch-specific or technical reports
complement the reports in this manual and are not considered superseded by it. However, use the
formats in FM 101-5-2 whenever possible.

Headquarters, Combined Arms Center is the proponent for this publication. Send comments
and recommended changes on DA Form 2028 to the Commander, US Army Combined Arms
Center and Fort Leavenworth, ATTN: ATZL-SWW-D, Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-6900.

Unless otherwise stated, masculine nouns or pronouns do not refer exclusively to men;
however, reports refer to messages.
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