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To Our Readers

Changes:  Readers of this publication are encouraged to
submit suggestions and changes that will improve it. Recom-
mendations may be sent directly to Commanding General,
Doctrine Division (C 42), Marine Corps Combat Develop-
ment Command, 3300 Russell Road, Suite 318A, Quantico,
VA 22134-5021 or by fax to 703-784-2917 (DSN 278-2917)
or by E-mail to smb@doctrine div@mccdc. Recommenda-
tions should include the following information:

® | ocation of change

Publication number and title

Current page number

Paragraph number (if applicable)
Line number

Figure or table number (if applicable)

* Nature of change

Add, delete
Proposed new text, preferably double-
spaced and typewritten

e Justification and/or source of change

Additional copies: A printed copy of this publication may
be obtained from Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, GA
31704-5001, by following the instructions in MCBul 5600,
Marine Corps Doctrinal Publications Status. An electronic
copy may be obtained from the Doctrine Division, MCCDC,
world wide web home page which is found at the following
universal reference locator: http://ismo-www1.mqg.usmc.
mil/docdiv.

Unless otherwise stated, whenever the masculine orfemi-
nine gender is used, both men and women are included.
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FOREWORD

The Marine air command and control system (MACCS) provides
the Marine aviation combat element commander with the means
to exercise control of those organic and nonorganic aviation
assets that are necessary to support Marine air-ground task force
(MAGTF) operations. Fleet Marine Force Manual (FMFM)
5-60, Control of Aircraft and Missiles, addresses basic planning
considerations for MACCS operations, employment, and
inter- operability among MACCS and joint Service agencies.

Marine Corps Warfighting Publication (MCWP) 3-25.6, Sector
Antiair Warfare Coordinator Handbook, complements and ex-
pands on the information in FMFM 5-60 by focusing on the de-
tails of sector antiair warfare coordinator (SAAWC) operations
and the role the SAAWC plays in MAGTF, joint, and multina-
tional operations. Designated for MAGTF, naval expeditionary
force, and joint force commanders and staffs, this publication
highlights SAAWC—

Organization

Equipment

Planning considerations
Operational fundamentals
Employment options



By investigating these areas, MCWP 3-25.6 provides the req-
uisite information needed by commanders and staffs to under-
stand and evaluate the operational principles and capabilities of
various SAAWC employment options.
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Chapter 1

Fundamentals

Traditionally, personnel within the tactical air command center
(TACC) and the tactical air operations center (TAOC) handled
the bulk of the tasks associated with Marine air-ground task force
(MAGTF) antiair warfare operations, from planning through exe-
cution. Over the years, the flow of antiair warfare operations
information substantially increased in speed and volume. Conse-
guently, the Marine Corps’ sector antiair warfare coordinator
(SAAWC) concept evolved to enhance antiair warfare operations
and information flow in this dynamic area.

The SAAWC uses a staff of air defense experts to interface with
the TAOC and the aviation combat element (ACE) commander’s
battlestaff in the tactical air command center. This interface al-
lows the TAOC to focus on the real-time control of fighter air-
craft and ground-based air defense weapons and the tactical air
command center to concentrate on fighting the ACE as a whole.
For simplicity, the SAAWC and his staff are referred to as the
“SAAWC.”

ROLE

The SAAWC is the MAGTF’s air defense battle manager. The
SAAWC coordinates and manages all active air defense weapons
(aircraft and ground-based air defense) within an assigned sector.
The SAAWC functions to the extent of authority delegated by the
ACE commander.
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The TAOC is an air command and control agency that executes
air defense operations within an assigned area. The SAAWC is
an extension of the TAOC, not a separate agency in and of itself.
The SAAWC plans air defense operations, manages air defense
resources, supervises the employment of air defense assets, and
coordinates with higher and adjacent air defense agencies and ac-
tivities. The fundamental difference between the TAOC and
SAAWC responsibilities lies in the focus; execution vice plan-
ning and coordination. For more details on the TAOC, see
MCWP 3-25.7, Tactical Air Operations Center Handbook.

TASKS

The SAAWC participates in the initial planning process by—

® Establishing liaison with amphibious task force and/or joint
force command aviation planners, as well as adjacent and sub-
ordinate units.

* Providing the ACE commander and the ACE commander’s
battlestaff with air defense operations expertise.

* Coordinating communications requirements with ACE/
MAGTF communications planners.

¢ Recommending air defense courses of action to the ACE
commander.

® |ssuing directives, memorandums, or outline plans to subordi-
nate units and hosting staff conferences or informal briefings
as required.

e Conducting intelligence planning, which includes—
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